
 

   The English Department: 
 
 
 
The aims of the English Department are two-fold:  
 

 Every student will achieve a sophisticated a grasp of literacy and be able readers.  

 All students will develop a curiosity, learning about English Language and English Literature through Literary 
and Non-fiction texts. 
 
 

At Key Stage 3, the department aims to deliver the best aspects of the revised National Curriculum as they apply to 
higher-achieving students, to frame learning in Years 7 to 9.  
 
Years 7 to 8 are taught in mixed ability form groups of approximately 30 and in Year 9 they are reorganised into 6 
classes of approximately 25 students, allowing for smaller teaching classes. As a department we aim to promote a 
love of reading, therefore we have close working links with the school’s Learning Resources Manager and Librarians. 
They assist teachers of English to co-ordinate the Accelerated Reader Programmes and Star Reader Quizzes, students 
spend allocated lesson and some homework time on this programme in Years 7, 8 and 9. 
  
 In KS4 the students follow the AQA Specifications for both English Language and English Literature. The curriculum 
plan is co-teachable and skills based, with the intention of students gaining best possible grades in both GCSEs. 
 
In the Sixth Form, we offer both A Level English Language and A Level Literature. For Language we follow the AQA 
linear (7702) specification and for Literature we follow the Literature B (7716) specification. 
 
The Senior Head of Department and Academic Lead is Joanne Lord, and there are six specialist English teachers 
within the English Department; all of whom are passionate about the subject. Each subject specialist brings a 
particular strength to the department, collaboratively sharing information, ideas and resources to generate great 
teaching and learning opportunities. 
 
The teaching team are talented academics who have a specialist subject knowledge for teaching across the key 
stages. A Level English Literature specialists are: Joanne Lord, Eleanor Jeffery, Cat Love, Gail Dowson and Lori 
Pettefar.  We are also fortunate to have A Level English Language specialists: Joanne Lord, Eleanor Jeffery and Lori 
Pettefar. Teacher of English, Ella O’ Sullivan is teaching across K33 and KS4.  Lara Ray is a subject specialist; she is 
also an Assistant Head teacher. Teaching, and the distribution of classes is divided equitably between all teachers of 
English, being mindful of specialisms at A-Level.  
 
Members of the Department are dedicated, friendly and work collaboratively generating the best outcomes for all 
stakeholders. We are a progressive team always looking to improve and learn, to ensure that all students have an 
exciting and fulfilling experience of English as a subject and as a tool for life.  

 
1. Curriculum Intention 

The English Department’s curriculum intention is as follows:  

 To promote and develop skills though the mediums of prose poetry and non-fiction texts. 

 To promote and model a passion for Language and Literature at every opportunity. 

 To challenge students through uncompromising engagement with the literary tradition. 

 To ensure that students are curious, resilient and resourceful learners who apply their skills in English to 
their schools learning, post 16 options and adult life. They will also become adults who are aware of their 
place in the world and that of others around them.  

 To develop and sustain cross-curricular links whenever appropriate. 
The Department feels that assessment is truly effective when: 

 It is pertinent to the skills and content being studied at that present time. 

 It is consistently delivered and standardised by the team. 

 Students have the opportunity to respond to their feedback. 



 Students ultimately understand why and how they are being assessed. 
 

2. Curriculum Implementation 
The English Department aims to implement its curriculum and the intention using a number of means:  

 Continued review of the curriculum, thereby ensuring that all students attain the mastery of skills and 
aptitude required of them.  This is also important in terms of fostering a passion for literature and language. 

 Prioritising skills relevant to examination courses and the world beyond Spalding High School. This end point 
is then mapped backwards into Year 7 when students begin at SHS to ensure that these aspects are fully 
prepared for. For example, in Year 7 students start with a scheme of learning with the overarching themes of 
childhood and family. Here, they explore and study a variety of texts poetry, fiction and non-fiction, 
developing skills in analysing language methods and understanding contextual information. This is then built 
on with the study of a scheme of learning entitled identity and voice in Year 8, and developed further into 
Year 9 with a scheme of learning entitles conflict. These schemes of learning act as a spiral curriculum to 
develop, build, practice, revise and consolidate language skills though the mediums of poetry, fiction and 
non-fiction. This serves as preparation for the GCSE syllabus and later the requirements at A Level.  

 The Department follows the school’s marking and assessment policy. The QA systems within the 
Department’s management structure ensure parity of provision for all classes, such as common assessment 
tasks and appropriate and timely feedback. 

 Extra-curricular opportunities. Wherever possible, students’ experiences of English are further extended 
through the provision of extra-curricular opportunities. We recognise our role in supporting the moral and 
social, cultural and spiritual development of students; as a result, the curriculum choices (see above) and 
extra-curricular opportunities are offered (wherever possible). We aim to extend students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the curriculum and subject as a discipline. Some of our previous extra-curricular 
opportunities: Oxford outreach speakers, theatre visits, and RSC ‘live’ experiences, and the accelerated 
reading scheme for Years 7-9.  

 Student support. Wherever possible, timely and focussed support is provided by members of the 
Department. Key Stage intervention ‘boost’ sessions are run along with revision enhancement sessions for 
examination groups. The Department works closely with SEND and the library staff to support students who 
might be at risk of falling below their targeted reading age.  
 

3. Curriculum Impact 
The English Department recognises and evaluates its impact through:  

 Student enjoyment of Language and Literature and learners who are critical, independent readers of all text 
types. Students at Spalding High will also be confident in communicating effectively in a variety of written 
forms.  

 Parity of provision and experience for all students, regardless of starting point, additional needs and class 
teacher. 

 Destinations and achievements: Take-up of English Language, English Literature and Humanities subjects at 
A Level and beyond. Successes in related areas outside of the school.  

 Results: both internal and external examination results and data. 
 


